CONTACT THE LGLC

If you have any questions
concerning plants that you
have found on your property,
please contact the LGLC.
We can provide further iden-
tification assistance, suggest

control methods, and help
you to maintain a healthy,
natural and native yard.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:

Identification and early detection of invaders are crucial to
preserving the quality of the land in our backyards as well
as on larger tracts of both publicly and privately managed
land. Some invasive species are still sold as garden and
ornamental plants. When shopping for plants, ask for
equally attractive native or non-invasive species. Urge nurs-
eries and garden centers to sell only non-invasive plants.

The next step involves actual management and eradication
of established invasives. Eradication techniques are differ-
ent for each species. By knowing a little bit about each
invasive plant’s biology, you can prevent well-intentioned
control methods from doing more harm than good. Many
invasives have the ability to resprout, even from tiny root,
stem, or leaf fragments. Care must be taken to avoid
spreading the plants’ seeds. Dispose of any removed plant
material by letting it “cook” in the sun for serveral weeks
while securely contained in plastic trash bags. This will
effectively destroy any seeds and other viable plant material.
The bags can then be taken to your local transfer station.
Do not compost invasive plants!
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OF THE LAKE GEORGE LAND CONSERVANCY

Since 1988, the Lake George Land Conservancy has been
working to preserve the world-renowned water quality of Lake
George and the rare plants and animals within the lake’s
150,000-acre watershed by permanently protecting natural lands.

Our terrestrial invasive plant management plan focuses on
inventory and control of the five “worst invaders” on LGLC
preserves and public lands in the Lake George watershed, carried
out by staff and staff-led volunteer groups. Volunteers are vital in
our ongoing efforts to diminish the threat of invasive plants.

In addition, the LGLC accepts invitations to speak to garden
clubs, schools, and other community groups in order to educate
and provide assistance to private landowners and gardeners who
will manage invasive populations on their own properties.

Other significant terrestrial invaders in the Lake George watershed:

Asiatic bittersweet Coltsfoot
Multiflora rose \elvetleaf
Winged euonymous (burning bush)

Black locust
White sweetclover
Spotted knapweed

For information on membership, volunteer opportunities, land protection,
and preserving Lake Georges unique natural heritage, please contact:

LAKE GEDRG

P.O. Box 1250, Lake Shore Drive
Bolton Landing, NY 12814
(518) 644-9673

The design and printing of this brochure were underwritten
by the International Paper Company Foundation.

GREAT SOURCES OF ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
http://tncweeds.ucdavis.edu e http://www.adkinvasives.com
http://www.ipcnys.org/ « http://plants.usda.gov

Photos: Lake George shoreline, Carl Heilman I1, www.carlheilman.com; Morrow’s
honeysuckle, James L. Reveal @ USDA-NCRS PLANTS Database; purple loosestrife,

Robert H. Mohlenbrock @ USDA-NCRS PLANTS Database.
11/2004
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WHAT ARE NON-NATIVE, INVASIVE PLANTS?
Non-native plants are species brought here, both inten-
tionally and as “stowaways,” from other countries or even
from other regions of our country. Not all non-native
plants are invasive, however. Invasive plants have the ability
to reproduce and spread aggressively, often taking over
natural areas and altering biological communities.

WHY WORRY ABOUT INVASIVE PLANTS?

Invasive plants have been recognized by ecologists as

one of the top major threats to American biodiversity,
second only to direct habitat loss. At their worst, invasive
plants alter ecosystems and cause widespread degradation
of natural habitats, negatively impacting humans as well
as wildlife. Non-native, invasive plants also have created
huge economic losses, by negatively affecting agricultural
and range lands, navigation, power generation, recreation
water supplies, and public health and safety.

The LGLC has identified the top five terrestrial invasive
plants of the Lake George watershed. These species,
which are described in this brochure, have proven to be
especially detrimental to the health of our public lands,
roadsides, waterways, and backyards.




IDENTIFICATION

HABITAT & THREAT

MANAGEMENT

COMMON REED (Phragmites australis)
Plants grow 3-14 feet tall.
1. Feathery plumes of brownish flowers are produced
in mid-late summer.
2. Leaves and stems are stiff and sharp, leaves are
broad and sheath-like.
3. Horizontal stems (rhizomes) give rise to annual erect shoots.

m Grows in shallow brackish
and freshwater marshes; sunny
wetlands; along riverbanks,
lakeshores and disturbed areas.

m Human-caused disturbance,
such as increased sedimentation
and salinity (often caused by
de-icing salt runoff from roads),
may promote invasions.

m Forms dense monocultures
(some as large as 7,000 acres),
which decrease biodiversity and
crowd out native vegetation such
as cattails and native wetland
orchids; rhizome fragments and
seeds can be transported to estab-
lish new plants.

® Minimizing human-caused disturbance may be the best
prevention to invasions of Phragmites.

m Cut plants just before the end of July, when plants have
not yet stockpiled their energy reserves into their rhizomes
(repeat for a number of consecutive years).

m Native varieties do occur - proper identification is
essential before carrying out active control methods.

GARLIC MUSTARD (Alliaria petiolata)
First-year plants grow to 4 inches tall; second-year plants
grow 2-4 feet tall.
1. First-year plants have kidney-shaped leaves, no flowers.
2. Second-year plants produce stalks of white flowers

in late spring.
3. Second-year leaves are large-toothed and triangular.

m Thrives in deciduous forests,

partially shaded moist habitats;

most invasive in disturbed areas;
cannot tolerate acidic soils.

m Dominates forest understory
by growing rapidly in spring
before most native understory
species, including springtime wild-
flowers. Also may release phyto-
toxins into the soil to suppress
growth of neighboring plants.

m Prolific seed producer (mature
plants can produce thousands of
seeds), also self-fertilizes; lacks
natural predators; invasions
appear to make habitat less suit-
able for native birds, mammals
and amphibians.

m Pull or cut plants in late spring when flowers are in
bloom, and repeat the process over a number of years

in order to deplete the seed bank already present in the
soil (seeds stay viable for up to five years).

m When pulling smaller plants, as many roots as possible
should be removed.

JAPANESE KNOTWEED (Polygonum cuspidatum)
Plants grow 3-10 feet tall.

1. Cascading white flowers bloom in August and September.

2. Leaves are alternate, broadly ovate, and leathery.

3. Bamboo-like, hollow stems are upright and jointed.

m Grows best in sunny areas;
wetlands, waste places, along
roadways and other disturbed
areas; frequently spreads along
stream beds and river banks.

m Emerging early in the season,
it can shade out native vegetation,
thereby degrading wildlife habitat
and causing a reduction in species
diversity; along rivers and streams
it can grow into impassable, dense
stands, often making access for
fishing a problem.

m Reproduces primarily from
rhizome growth (rhizomes can
spread up to 60 feet) and frag-
ments of rhizomes and stems,
which can be as little as 0.5
inches.

m Small stands and individual plants can be removed by
either digging up the whole plant, being careful not to leave
rhizome fragments in the soil, or by repeated cutting.

m For effective control, cutting must be done at least twice
per month during the growing season, especially between
April and August.

m Revegetation with native plants may help eliminate
Japanese knotweed from a specific site.

B = PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE (Lythrum salicaria)

m Thrives in moist environ-
ments, in partial to full sun;
along ditches, streams, and

m By forming dense monocul-
tures, purple loosestrife forces out
native vegetation, reducing food,

m Spreads primarily by seed —
older plants can produce more
than 2 million seeds annually,

m Pull or dig out small plants or cut larger plants close
to the ground. Pulling and cutting should be done in
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