Proclamation

Bhereas, the citizens of the Empire State are pleased to support initiatives through which we can iflustrate onr
ongoing commitment to precious natocal resources and those cherdshed lands which reffeet our noble envitonmental heritage
and whose presence has meaningfol impact upon the lives of New Yotkers and al! Amedoans; and

EI]EI‘E&E, the New York State Adirondack Park is globally recognized as a Bio-Sphere Reserve and a model of public
and private governance and envitonmental stowardship, and its lakes, ponds, fvers, and forests underwrite the cconomy of
matty commuiitics thinugh recreation, tourism, forestry, and numerous ather vses; and

Eljerzaﬁ, the Adirondack Park has over 150,000 vear-round residents, 150, seasconal residents, and millions of
visitors cach year ndlizing and enjoying the vast land and water resources, including & million acres of land, over 2,500 lakes
and ponds and over 30,000 miles of rivers and steeams; and

Ehttﬂlﬁ, invasive species have been inuodoced to the Adirondack Park, including such species as Evrasian
waterinilfoll, fapanese knotwood, wcbra mussels, and others, costing hundreds of thousands of dollars for contrel efforts cach
year in the Park alone, and it is important to take proactive and preventative measures against the establishment of invasive
specics not yet introduced to the Adirondack Park — species such as Sirex woodwasp, hemlock wooly adelgid, eound goby,
hydrilla, and others; and

whﬂaﬂﬁ, in its final report to the Governor and Legislature in 2005, the New Yotk State Invasive Species 1'ask Force
recognized the Adirondack Park as an atca of special concem, and preventing the introducton of invasive specics would
benefit the Patk and furthermore eliminate the need of Wew York State, husinesses, industries and citizens from employing
coslly methods 1o control and manage them; and

Bhereas, numerous groups such as local governments, state agencies, environmental organizations, lake
assoctations, garden clubs, academic institutions, and other organizations are aligning cfforts o collaboratively combar the
threat of invasive species ulilizing a regional, integrated, and adaptive approach; and

EIJEFE&E, the Adirondack Park Aqoatic Nuisance Species Management Plan, completed in 2({6, outlines steps to
minimize the threat of aguatic nuisance species and has a broad range of support among stakeholder groups; and

Ethm, Imvasive specics awarcness is an important fest step towands behavior change that can help prevent the
ntroduction and spread of invasive species, and New York State joios to support the worthy goals of lnvasive Species
Awareness Week, which provides an opportunity for government to join forces with business, indwstey, envitonmental groups,
community grganizations and citizens to take action against the introduction and spread of invasive species;

2o, Therelore, I, Genege E. Pacala, Governor of the State of New York, do heteby proclaim July 9 — 15, 2004 as

ADIRONDACK PARK INVASIVE SPECIES AWARENESS WEEK

in the Empire State.

Biven under my hand and the Privy Scal of the State
a1 the Capitol in the City of Albany this fifth

day of Juue in the year owo thousand six.

U geverior

Sccrctaty to the Governor .



